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The Newsletter of the Brant Lake Foundation 

www.brantlakefoundation.org. 
November 2009 

                  Editor – Doris Scidmore                             
           
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  
                   R. Douglas Paton 
 
 Hello All readers and members of the BLA/BLF: 
 
The end of summer? That seems to be true but for me, hard to believe. We could talk about all the 
rain in June and July, the lack of a real typical hot spell, and all the visitors who came to enjoy our 
beautiful Lake and surrounding hillsides. But, since we cannot change what was, particularly having 
to do with the weather, I would like to concentrate on our accomplishments and there were many. 
Working with the Milfoil control program has to take the first spot because without the beauty of the 
Lake, we would certainly lack a great deal of enjoyment. I must admit that years ago when John 
Raymond told me our greatest Lake challenge would be fending off Milfoil I had no clue what he 
was talking about. A simple weed harming our Lake? Hard to believe!! How right John's vision was. 
I had a lot to learn and we as lovers of Brant Lake had a lot to deal with in educating all who come 
here to visit and sometimes, stay.  
Our serious effort began almost four years ago with a small grant from Sen. Little and the 
willingness of Luc Aalmans to "dive" into the breach. Almost immediately, it was apparent that the 
problem was a huge one and would take much more concentration than we thought. This year 
brought that concentration. Through the successful efforts of Harry Robinson we completed a 
campaign to take the challenge head-on. The Company called Adirondack Invasive Management 
was hired and spent many weeks diving in the Lake weeding and placing mats to reduce the growth 
of Milfoil. It is a three year program and at the end of that time we intend to have controlled the 
rampant spreading of the weed. That will mark the end of the first and vitally important step in this 
process. Unfortunately, there will have to be annual maintenance efforts to keep Milfoil under 
control. We know that and together with the Town as our partner we can and should be able to 
contain the weed's growth in the future with a much lower financial need. Stopping the introduction 
of Milfoil into the Lake will be a requirement and most likely will start at the boat launch. I am 
MOST proud of the accomplishments and progress we have made this year thanks to all of you who 
have participated in this huge effort, both as volunteers and as donors. Without you....well, it simply 
would not have been possible. 
Through all of this we have kept the website up to date due to Dave King. Public awareness has 
never been as high as it is now. Joe Millington led a "packed" public hearing on July 11, circulated 
the brochures and bumper stickers, and then produced a successful phone-a-thon on Aug. 27th. 
Kudos Joe!! 
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All of our readers should know that several local businesses have contributed to the Milfoil Control 
program. It would be thoughtful if you would thank them for their support and use them in your 
needs for services: 

Able Energy Gallo Realty Smith’s Plumbing 
Adirondack General Store Glens Falls National Bank Stewarts 
Brant Lake Camp North Country Auto Repair Sunset Mountain Lodge 
Brant Lake Taxi Palmer Bros. Marina  
Buchanan & Butler Paraco Gas Co.  

On another subject, but no less important, it has been thought that we could/should have an oversight 
committee to support the efforts and expenses for the volunteers and professional divers in the 
Milfoil Control Plan. Of course we need to justify and support all of the work which is and will be 
done but just as critical is the awareness that we will be expending tax payer funds through the 
partnership with the Town. We will defend all the expenses which we incur. If any of our readers 
wish to be an active part of this committee, please contact me. Thanks in advance! 
With all of this it did leave some time for fun as the boat parade, a mid season party and, of course, 
the end of season event at the Boy's Camp. Next year we would like to bring the mid season party 
back to Brant Lake and thoughts are being discussed as to possible places. More on this as it 
develops. 
Important dates to place in your 2010 diary are: a general membership meeting on Sat. July 10th and 
our annual membership meeting on Sat. Aug 14th. The Board will meet on Sat. May 22 then again 
on either Sat. Sept. 4th or Mon Sept 6th (Labor Day). Of course, all of these meetings will be at the 
Town Hall. 
My best wishes to all of you for a wonderful Holiday Season and beyond into 2010. 

Brant Lake Milfoil Control Program Accomplishment                                        Joe Millington  
 
During the winter of 2008, an ambitious $250,000 Brant Lake Milfoil Control Program fundraising 
campaign was kicked off by a subset of the Board of Directors of the Brant Lake Association.  Since 
that time, significant accomplishments have been realized.  Dozens of volunteers have worked 
tirelessly over the past several months to ensure that we win the “Milfoil Battle” on Brant Lake.  The 
success realized by the fundraising and communication teams, have enabled our dedicated and 
talented Milfoil Harvesting volunteers and our professional partners at AIM (Aquatic Invasive 
Management) to make impressive progress with regard to removing and controlling the milfoil in 
our beautiful lake.  Despite the unseasonably cold weather, both the volunteer team and the AIM 
team worked until the middle of October.  
 
In a recent conversation with Luc Aalmans, Chairman of the Milfoil Control Committee, he stated, 
“as of October 16th, we have attacked every identified milfoil bed and we have every bed reasonably 
under control, including the complete Big Rock area, which was one of my biggest concerns. As I 
speak, our partners from AIM are attacking our last large dense bed area, the area where last 
weekend our volunteer team installed four mats – near Mead’s Beach.  I am extremely pleased with 
our progress this year!”  Luc was quick to credit the work that has been done by so many volunteers 
and he cited that “without the efforts of our milfoil harvesting, fundraising, and communication 
teams, the cost of winning the Milfoil Battle on Brant Lake would easily exceed $1 million dollars.”  
 
The following summary represents highlights and accomplishments of the Brant Lake Milfoil 
Control Program: 
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 Milfoil Harvesting 

·  Dozens of dedicated volunteers worked diligently to hand harvest 32 milfoil beds – 10 new 
beds and 22 existing beds.  34 lake bottom mats were secured and strategically placed.  This was 
accomplished by our volunteer scuba diving force, kayakers, canoeists, and pontoon boat captains. 
·  The AIM professional dive team and crew (8 divers plus 2 surface crew) completed 6 full 
work weeks.  Together, the AIM team and the volunteer milfoil harvesting team removed over 
5 tons of milfoil!  
·  Together our dedicated volunteers and the AIM team have “attacked” every identified milfoil 
bed, including the complete Big Rock area. 
·  Volunteers constructed 34 mats, which resulted in considerable cost savings. Steel rods were 
positioned in large commercial grade tarps, to hold the mats in position on the bottom of the lake. 
·  An orientation for volunteer scuba divers was conducted on July 18. 3 new divers were 
trained, which brings our total number of volunteer divers to 10. 
·  Lake residents reported 10 new milfoil beds through the milfoil hotline (532-4454) or email.  
The beds have been mapped through a GPS system and have been added to the database/web site - 
http://www.brantlakemilfoil.org/maps/milfoilmap_lrg.php -   To date, we have documented and 
mapped 32 milfoil beds. 
Fundraising 

·  Pledges from the Brant Lake Association Board of Directors were solicited over the winter 
months. The “upfront” donations from the Board were used to purchase mat making materials and to 
fund the 10 member professional scuba diving team and crew from Aquatic Invasive Management 
(AIM) for 2 full weeks in the spring. 
·  As of this date, we have received 179 pledges from individuals and 19 pledges from 
businesses. 67% of the Brant Lake Association membership has pledged their support. 50% of the 
pledges have been credited to the Brant Lake Milfoil Control Program account.  The balance will be 
collected in 2010 and 2011. 
·  Grant proposals have been submitted to the Golub Foundation (Price Chopper), the Dake 
Foundation (Stewart’s), and to the 2009 Water Quality Improvement Projects Program. 
·  On Thursday, August 27, 11 members of our Association conducted a Milfoil Phonathon 
resulting in over $12,000 in pledges. 
·  $4,400 was collected in pledges and the sale of Milfoil Fund raffle tickets at the End of 
Season party. 
Communications 

·  A dedicated web site for the Brant Lake Milfoil Program was launched in early spring.  The 
web site – www.brantlakemilfoil.org  has dramatically improved our efforts to heighten awareness 
of this critical problem, solicit donations, and solicit volunteers. 
·  A Brant Lake Milfoil Control Program brochure was designed, developed, and reproduced 
with no administrative costs.  The design and publication costs were graciously donated by one of 
our members.   
·  In late June and through the month of July, over 30 volunteers distributed the Milfoil 
Program brochure through a door-to-door campaign in Brant Lake.  In addition the brochures were 
placed in 34 commercial establishments in the greater Brant Lake community. 
·  The Milfoil Battle Meeting was conducted at the Town of Horicon Community Center on 
Saturday, July 11.  Close to 100 members of our community attended the meeting and our goal of 
enhancing awareness, recruiting volunteers, and underscoring the need for financial commitment 
was met. 
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·  A Brant Lake Milfoil Program update and pledge solicitation was mailed in August to all 
members of the Association. 
·  A “reminder” will be mailed at the end of October to all members who have yet to make a 
pledge. 
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               Harry Robinson, Chairman 
  
     On behalf of the Fund Raising Committee, Karen Meltzer, Viki Wirth, Marc Lustick, Irv 
Freedman, Joe Millington, Doug Paton and myself, I am pleased to announce that the Milfoil Fund 
Raising effort was a resounding success. In a few short months, we have exceeded our goal by 
raising over $250,000.   As with any community wide endeavor, we have a lot of people to thank and 
without whom our meager efforts would have been insufficient.  
     First on our list to thank is the Board of Directors who not only offered their support and ideas 
but as importantly lead by example by donating and doing so generously.  Then, of course, there are 
the Committees of the Board who were most important to our effort. The Communications 
Committee which did a magnificent job in getting the milfoil story out; The Golf Outing Committee 
which held a stealth tournament that was a financial success; and The Phone-a-thon Group who got 
in the trenches and did the hard part—making calls.  
     As far as individuals are concerned, there isn’t enough space to list them all as well as their 
accomplishments. We all know who they are—Thank You for your dedication.  
     Special thanks go out to our Supervisor, Ralph Bentley and the Members of the Town Board who 
recognized early on the magnitude of the milfoil threat and agreed to become our partners in the 
fight.  
     Finally and most importantly, we have two groups of people to thank, without whom our Fund 
Drive had no chance of success, and they are those of you who asked and those who gave. These are 
the unsung heroes of any fund raising activity. If you don’t have people who believe in the cause to 
the extent that they overcome their natural reluctance to ask people for money, and on the other hand 
those who also believe in the cause to the extent that they give of their treasure, no funds would be 
raised. So on behalf of the committee, I extend our heartfelt thanks to those of our friends and 
neighbors who “asked” and those who “gave”. 
 
                                                          THE EDITH DENKER AWARD  

                    R. Douglas Paton 
 

     This year for the first time in the Edith Denker Award winners, we recognized a family rather 
than an individual member.  That family is the Raymond’s.  It all started 20 plus years ago, when 
John hailed that our lake’s greatest threat was Milfoil.  Through his tenacity and guidance extensive 
study and research was done about this invasive weed.  It led to today’s methods which we use to 
control the growth of this plant; that is, weeding and matting the beds.  The first mats were placed 
across from Mead’s cove in the mid-ninety’s when Karen was your President and Jim Himoff was 
Chairman of the Lake Affairs Committee. The Raymond impact did not stop with John. Both Jeff 
Clark and son Mike have served the Association as Presidents.  They both were strong officers and 
led to much of the organization that we enjoy today.  Congratulations to the entire Raymond family! 
 
 

******The first novel ever written on a typewriter ------ Tom Sawyer****** 
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARD  
 
The Brant Lake Foundation Scholarship Award was given this year to Zach Bolton, son of Bernie 
and Sue Bolton.  Congratulations Zach and best wishes for your future.  Last year, it was also won 
by a Brant Laker, Tess Carlson. She is now at Russell Sage College with a future Nursing career. 
 
BRANT LAKE BOAT PARADE  
                        Mike Raymond 
 
The Brant Lake Boat Parade was held at Raymond’s Cottages Cove on July 5th.  Again this year we 
had beautiful weather.  The day was warm and sunny with little wind.  It may have been the only 
warm and sunny day of July 2009.  Spectators came from all over both by boat and by car watching 
from the water and from the beach. 
 
The themes were “Milfoil Eradication”, The “Brant Lake Mill Pond” including the lighted water 
falls and the fountain, “Raising the Flag at Iwo Jima”, “Rainy Days”, “Red, White and Blue”, an 
antique classic Chris Craft, “Brant Lake – Love at First Sight”, “Brant Lake Steam Ship Company” 
with paddle wheels and all, a “Tiki Bar” with dancers and music, and a “Lemonade Stand” with a 
whole bunch of moving lemons in it.  
 
To describe the ingenuity and the work that goes into building these floating floats and the final 
result is impossible on paper.  But, the fun that everyone has in building and competing, singing and 
dancing is even more indescribable. 
 
We had 11 boats in the parade which is more than we have had in some time.  We hope that next 
year there will be even more competitors.  Brant lake Boat Parade winners 2009: 
 
  Pontoon Boats     Runabouts 
3rd    Milfoil – the Meltzer & Puro families   3rd  Tiki Bar – the Bloomers family 
2cd    Lemonade Float – the Hoare family 2cd  Brant Lake Steamer – the Henshaws 
1st    Raising the Flag at Iwo Jima – the Patons 1st   Mill Pond – the San Antonios 
        

              
 
********A Government big enough to give you everyth ing you want,  
                           Is big enough to take away everything you have” ********* Thomas Jefferson 
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                               FRIENDS OF HORICON FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY  
                                    Sally Joiner 
  
The Friends of Horicon Free Public Library had a very successful year in supporting our library and 
providing programs for our community.  We are particularly proud of the fact that a total of 236 
children and 147 adults attended our 9 week summer reading programs.    Not only did the kids 
enjoy stories that were read to them by our volunteers, they also participated in frog jumping 
contests, chalk drawing, Frisbee, treasure hunts, and other games and challenges. 
Barbara Blum, our children's program chairperson, planned monthly programs that were free and 
open to all area children.  The kids made birdhouses, valentines, and stepping stones.   In January, 
Mert Paton and Maureen Robinson chaired our annual READ A BOOK AND PASS IT ON program 
that allows every child in the elementary school at North Warren and all of the HEADSTART 
CHILDREN to choose a free book from the hundred of books the Friends collect or purchase. 
Sandi Raymond and Jackie Friedman chaired the TEDDY BEAR PICNIC that is planned for 
preschool children. The kids listen to stories, play games, and hunt in the woods for their own 
stuffed teddy bear. They were served picnic lunches that Sandi had fashioned like beggar purses 
attached to a wooden stick. 
We had a wonderful FANCY NANCY TEA chaired by Melissa Staunches in the month of June.  20 
little girls dressed as FANCY NANCY were treated to high tea.  The girls won beautiful prize 
baskets in competition for the best hat, best Fancy Nancy and best manners.  In memory of his wife 
Edith, Henry Denker donated a FANCY NANCY BOOK for each of the girls. 
During August there were 20 PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN who walked the plank, searched for 
buried treasure, and competed in a water balloon war between pirate ships.  You had to see Mike 
Raymond, Mert & Doug Paton, Marc Lustick, Jackie & Irv Friedman, Bonnie & Lance Cleveland, 
Barb Blum and our other pirates dressed in their pirate garb to believe it! 
Maureen Robinson chaired the PUMPKIN PAINTING that was part of the Brant Lake weekend. 
Over 60 children and their families attended.  Many members of the friends supplied cookies and 
juice.  Plus many were on hand to assist the children. 
In November the children will make Thanksgiving Crafts. Plans are already underway for our annual 
CHRISTMAS IN BRANT LAKE.  Last year around 100 children and their families attended.  We 
should note that the Christmas program has become a true community event because the LADIES 
AUXILIARY, GIRL SCOUTS, THE CRAFTY CRITTERS and other Volunteers in the community 
help. 
Sal Joiner presented Kay McKeon with the Presidents Award for 2009.  The award recognizes a 
person who has volunteered many hours to make a particular program successful.  Kay was 
chairman of BEDTIME STORIES AND TREATS for preschool children and ADVENTURES IN 
READING for children ages 5 and up, 
We are already working on our 2010 calendar of events. We are always looking to increase our 
membership.  
 

***THE REPORT ON THE GOLF OUTING WILL BE IN THE SPRING BRANTLAKER*** 
SORRY FOR THE FOUL-UP….. (THIRTY LASHES?) 

 
        (Guess it is true that every morning is the dawn of a new error…at least, it’s true here!) 
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HORICON HISTORICAL SOCIETY                                               

                                                                                                                           Tom Johannsen 
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OFFICERS 

President     - Doug Paton 
                                       Vice-President                          - Joe Millington     

Secretary                                   - Wayne Butler 
                                                   Treasurer                                   - Mary King 
 

BOARD MEMBERS     ----   (NOT INCLUDING OFFICERS)  
Marc Lustick, Gail Boggio, Luc Aalmans, Harry Robinson, Gary Frenz, Douglas Schultz, Terry 
Lynch, Jackie Freedman,   Karen Meltzer, Mike Raymond, Steve Paton, Ted Schaap, Wright 
Scidmore, Irv Freedman, Dennis Doyle, Dave King, Jack DeGregorio, Joyce Greenridge, Ed Taylor 
and Marie Treichel. 

COMMITTEES  
    Watershed Management and Interlake Affairs:  Irv Freedman (1 yr.), Steve Paton (2 yrs.) 
    Milfoil: Luc Aalmans (chair), Doug Paton, Irv Freedman, Terry Lynch, Matthew Lynch, 
                    Karen Meltzer, Douglas Schultz, David Iasevoli, Jim Sidford, Harvey Leidy 
    Interlake Affairs:  Wright Scidmore, Karen Meltzer 
    Membership: Gail Boggio (chair), Dennis Doyle, Mike Raymond 
    Nominating:  Doug Paton, Irv Freedman, Dennis Doyle 
    Fundraising: Harry Robinson 
    Community Service:  Jackie Freedman, Karen Meltzer, Joe Millington, Andy Singer 
    Social Events:  Jack DeGregorio, Joe Millington, and Jerry & Elna Meader 
    Children’s Activities:  Marie Treichel  
    Publicity and Communication:  Ted Schaap, Douglas Schultz 
    Government Liaison: Doug Paton, Gary Frenz, Mary King      
      Boat Launch Committee: Karen Meltzer, Bob Lewit, Jane Lewit, Wayne Butler, Ed Taylor,  
           Doug Paton and Mike Raymond 
 
                             ********************** ************************** 
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Brant Lake Foundation 
P. O. Box 88 
Brant Lake, NY  12815 


